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fice of the Press Secretary on September 6, and
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tember 7.

Proclamation 8173—National Days
of Prayer and Remembrance, 2007

September 4, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

During this year’s National Days of Prayer
and Remembrance, we honor the thousands
of victims who died in the brutal and ruthless
attacks in New York City, Pennsylvania, and
at the Pentagon on September 11, 2001. Our
Nation remembers with gratitude the fire-
fighters, police officers, first responders, and
ordinary citizens who acted with courage and
compassion to save the lives of others, and
we pray for the families whose loved ones
were taken from them.

Never forgetting that terrible day, we re-
main determined to bring our enemies to jus-
tice, defy the terrorists’ ideology of hate, and
work to make our world safer. We honor the
members of our Armed Forces who died
while taking the fight to our adversaries, and
we are grateful for those who continue to
protect our Nation and our way of life. Their
courage, sacrifice, and dedication help pre-
serve our freedom. We pray for their safety,
for all those who love them, and for the peace
we all seek.

We remain a hopeful America, inspired by
the kindness and compassion of our citizens
and our commitment to freedom and oppor-
tunity. During these days of prayer and re-
membrance, we reflect on all we have lost
and take comfort in each other and in the
grace and mercy of our Creator. May God
guide us, give us strength and wisdom, and
may He continue to bless our great country.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Friday, Sep-
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tember 7, through Sunday, September 9,
2007, as National Days of Prayer and Re-
membrance. I ask that the people of the
United States and their places of worship
mark these National Days of Prayer and Re-
membrance with memorial services, the ring-
ing of bells, and evening candlelight remem-
brance vigils. I also invite the people of the
world to share in these Days of Prayer and
Remembrance.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourth day of September, in
the year of our Lord two thousand seven,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-second.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:09 a.m., September 6, 2007]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 6, and
it was published in the Federal Register on Sep-
tember 7.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Protocol to the Convention on
the Prevention of Marine Pollution
by Dumping of Wastes and Other
Matter

September 4, 2007

To the Senate of the United States:

I transmit herewith, with a view to receiv-
ing advice and consent, the 1996 Protocol
to the Convention on the Prevention of Ma-
rine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and
Other Matter (the “London Convention”),
done in London on November 7, 1996. The
Protocol was signed by the United States on
March 31, 1998, and it entered into force
on March 24, 2006.

The Protocol represents the culmination
of a thorough and intensive effort to update
and improve the London Convention. The
London Convention governs the ocean
dumping and incineration at sea of wastes
and other matter and was a significant early
step in international protection of the marine
environment from pollution caused by these
activities.
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Although the Protocol and the London
Convention share many features, the Pro-
tocol is designed to protect the marine envi-
ronment more effectively. The Protocol
moves from a structure of listing substances
that may not be dumped to a “reverse list”
approach, which prohibits ocean dumping of
all wastes or other matter, except for a few
specified wastes. This approach is combined
with detailed criteria for environmental as-
sessment of those materials that may be con-
sidered for dumping and potential dumping
sites.

The Protocol would be implemented
through amendments to the Marine Protec-
tion, Research, and Sanctuaries Act
(MPRSA), which currently covers London
Convention obligations. There will not be any
substantive changes to existing practices in
the United States, and no economic impact
is expected from implementation of the Pro-
tocol. I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to this Protocol
and give its advice and consent to ratification,
with the declaration and understanding con-
tained in Articles 3 and 10 respectively in
the accompanying report of the Department
of State.

George W. Bush

The White House,
September 4, 2007.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on September 6.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
an Amendment to the Convention on
the Physical Protection of Nuclear
Material

September 4, 2007

To the Senate of the United States:

I transmit herewith for Senate advice and
consent to ratification the Amendment to the
Convention on the Physical Protection of
Nuclear Material (the “Amendment”). A
conference of States Parties to the Conven-
tion on the Physical Protection of Nuclear
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Material, adopted on October 28, 1979,
adopted the Amendment on July 8, 2005, at
the International Atomic Energy Agency in
Vienna. I transmit also, for the information
of the Senate, the Department of State re-
port on the Amendment. Legislation nec-
essary to implement the Amendment will be
submitted to the Congress separately.

The Amendment contains specific provi-
sions to effect a coordinated international re-
sponse to combating and preventing nuclear
terrorism and ensuring global security. It will
require each State Party to the Amendment
to establish, implement, and maintain an ap-
propriate physical protection regime applica-
ble to nuclear material and nuclear facilities
used for peaceful purposes. The aims of the
regime are to protect such material against
theft or other unlawful taking, to locate and
rapidly recover missing or stolen material, to
protect such material and facilities against
sabotage, and to mitigate or minimize the ra-
diological consequences of sabotage. The
Amendment also provides a framework for
cooperation among States Parties directed at
preventing nuclear terrorism and ensuring
punishment of offenders; contains provisions
for protecting sensitive physical protection
information; and adds new criminal offenses
that each State Party must make punishable
by law. States Parties must also either submit
for prosecution or extradite any person with-
in their jurisdictions alleged to have com-
mitted one of the offenses defined in the
Convention, as amended.

This Amendment is important in the cam-
paign against international nuclear terrorism
and nuclear proliferation. I recommend,
therefore, that the Senate give early and fa-
vorable consideration to this Amendment,
subject to the understandings described in
the accompanying report of the Department
of State.

George W. Bush
The White House,
September 4, 2007.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on September 6.



